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ASCENDER Ed-Fi Sync Tool
The primary goal of Ed-Fi Sync is to deliver a faster, cleaner, and more reliable 

data submission process for districts and charters.

1. Faster and More Efficient Submissions
a. Data is extracted and sent directly from the source
b. No waiting for overnight builds or staging processes
c. Errors are identified sooner, allowing quicker resolution

2.     Improved Data Accuracy
a. Eliminates discrepancies between:

i. What districts see in ASCENDER
ii. What is ultimately sent to TEA

b. Helps prevent stored procedure failures while loading or updating data in 
staging environments.



3. Reduced Complexity

a. No staging tables means:
i. Fewer moving parts
ii. Fewer failure points
iii. Easier troubleshooting and validation

b. Districts work with one version of the truth

4. Alignment with Modern Data Standards

a. Uses the Ed-Fi data standard which:
i. Supports interoperability and long-term sustainability



Old vs. New Process
ASCENDER UI

(What Users See)

↓
Source Tables

↓
Staging Tables

(Data copied & transformed)

↓
Batch Extracts

↓
TSDS / TEA Submission

ASCENDER UI
(What Users See)

↓
Source Tables

↓
Ed-Fi Sync

(API / Near Real-Time)
↓

TEA / The Exchange
(PEIMS & Core)



Log into ASCENDER



MFA Credentials

MFA must be completed for 
access to the dashboard. 



Apps are aligned 
with the roles and 
responsibilities of 
personnel. 



Focus of this training!









Dashboard



Runs will display with the most recent 
run first. 









New Run



Clicking on a 
run will display 

the Detail 
button for that 

specific run.





Bundle Status Code Distribution identifies data submission 
information. 





201 Created 
=

Data that is 
sent for the 
first time.





Scrolling over 
the bar graph 

displays data for 
each Entity.









Each Domain’s 
data is displayed 

to identify 
Start/End Times 
and the Status of 

each Entity 
(Bundle)



Each descriptor 
has multiple data 

sets.



The Attempted 
column identifies 
the total number 
of records trying 
to be sent to the 

ODS.



The Successful  
column identifies 
the total number 

of records 
successfully sent 

to the ODS.



The Unchanged 
column identifies 
the total number 

of records that 
were already 

successfully sent 
to the ODS prior 

to the current run. 



The Deleted 
column identifies 

the number of 
records that were 
deleted from the 

ODS.



The Errors column 
identifies the 

number of records 
with errors that 
need the data to 

be corrected. 



A Status of Partial 
success indicates 

that there are 
errors for that 

Entity. 



A Status of 
“skipped” 

indicates there 
was no data to 

send to the ODS.





Data is updated with each run.  
Records sent with each run 
decrease as the data lands 

successfully at the ODS.



1st Run

2nd Run



Create a New Run 
using this button.



When selecting to create a new run, Domains specific 
runs are available, or clicking on the first “Select All 

Features” will create a run for all the Domains listed. 



The Levels identified in the gray and blue boxes 
identify the dependency order the data is 

submitted in.  

Level 0 will go first, this data set has no 
dependencies, and will then run in dependency 

order with Levels 1, 2, etc.



After the Domains are selected, click on the 
green Submit button on the bottom right of 

the screen to create the run.  



Data Explorer























REMINDER:
The number in the Level 

column identifies the 
dependency order for that 

domain.

The Ed-Fi Sync tool 
sends data in 

dependency order.

Data with no dependencies 
(Level 0) runs first, 

followed by the remaining 
levels in dependency order. 

 



Identify the discrepancy 
and determine where the 
data originated: 
● TEA seed data
● Data already in the 

ODS
● Other data sources











View local JSON payload



View local JSON payload



Trash  Can 





Schedules















The TCC looks 
forward to a better 
user experience for 

our ASCENDER 
clients when 

submitting TSDS 
data to TEA.




